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Dr. Sam has been active in Mobile’s med-
ical community throughout his life. It was at
the age of 59 when he left his private practice
to become a medical professor at the Univer-
sity of South Alabama, where he still keeps an
office.

In 1989, Dr. Sam was named Mobilian of
the Year. He has also devoted much of his
time to Mobile’s art community. He has even
served as a board member of the Mobile Sym-
phony Orchestra, the Chamber Music Society,
and the Mobile Opera Guild, among others.
He was given a Greater Mobile Arts Award by
the Mobile Arts Council in October, and an art
gallery at Spring Hill College bears his name.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in congratulating a dedicated community lead-
er and friend to many throughout south Ala-
bama. | know Dr. Sam’s colleagues, his fam-
ily, and his many friends join with me in prais-
ing his accomplishments and extending thanks
for his many efforts over the years on behalf
of Mobile and the First Congressional District.

———
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Mr. DEAL of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
salute the thousands of small businesses
across the United States which, by definitional
size, are classified as micro enterprises. More
than one-half of the nation’s economic engine
is fueled by small businesses.

Micro enterprise embraces strategic eco-
nomic development relative to the smallest of
the businesses, generally with five employees
or less. Once called “mom and pop” busi-
nesses, they no longer equate to the folksy
moniker. In many cases across rural America,
the micro enterprises become capital for
human development and poverty alleviation. It
is documented and recognized that micro en-
terprises create jobs, generate income, build
assets and enhance interpersonal skills
among its owners and their employees.

Micro enterprises utilize a valued conduit for
financial training, business development and
loans. Community Development Financial In-
stitutions (CDFIs) earn this designation
through rigorous Department of Treasury
standards. The CDFls interface with the men
and women who have a dream of owning and
growing a small business; it is they who ex-
tend credit and become de facto partners in
entrepreneurial enterprises throughout the
land.

Micro enterprises and CDFls also partner
with foundations, community banks, regional
banks, state economic development agencies,
the Small Business Administration, the Federal
Home Loan Bank and other like-missioned
federal agencies such as the Appalachian Re-
gional Commission. As traditional working cap-
ital is beyond the financial reach of many, a
unique collaboration steers these business en-
tities toward success and self-sufficiency.

The Association for Enterprise Opportunity
strives to assist underserved entrepreneurs in
starting, stabilizing and expanding businesses.
As its national conference is held in May in At-
lanta, the economic capital of the southeastern
United States, | welcome them to my state.
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The host of the national conference is the
Georgia Micro Enterprise Network, a nonprofit
organization dedicated to making a difference
in the economic lives of Georgians. The con-
ference will celebrate the vision of micro enter-
prise success, and we, as Members of Con-
gress applaud that success and commend the
myriad venturous fibers which make our na-
tion’s great economic quilt as strong as ever.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
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Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and honor one of Ten-
nessee’s exceptional teachers. Lisa Roten of
Adamsville received the Wal-Mart Teacher of
the Year Award for our state in 2005. Her
award is accompanied by a $10,000 education
grant for her school. | know that everyone at
Adamsville Elementary School is thrilled for
Lisa and proud of her achievement.

She has shown herself to be an enthusiastic
and dedicated teacher while working with our
sixth grade students. As a mom, | know the
importance of a good teacher. Lisa clearly
knows that nurturing the unique gifts in each
of our kids is critical to education.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in congratulating Lisa for her exceptional work.
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Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize an outstanding group
of men and women in Northern Virginia. The
Fairfax County Chamber of Commerce annu-
ally recognizes individuals who have dem-
onstrated superior dedication to public safety
with the prestigious Valor Award. Several
members of the Fairfax County Sheriff's Office
have earned this highest honor that Fairfax
County bestows upon its public safety officials.

There are several types of Valor Awards
that are awarded to a public safety officer: the
Lifesaving Award, the Certificate of Valor, or
the Gold, Silver, or Bronze Medal of Valor.

It is with great pride that | enter into the
RECORD the names of the recipients of the
2006 Valor Awards in the Fairfax County
Sheriff's Office. Receiving the Lifesaving
Award: Private First Class Nicole L. Arnett;
Private First Class Laval L. Collins; Private
First Class Clifton Cooley; Private First Class
Michael D. Ford; Master Deputy Sheriff Marvin
S. Johnston; Private First Class Thomas V.
Kyle; Private/Deputy John J. Roth; Second
Lieutenant Gregory E. Schossler; Deputy
Ryan E. Tassey; the Certificate of Valor
Award: Second Lieutenant Brian Johnston;
Private First Class Teena M. Putman.

Mr. Speaker, in closing, | would like to take
this opportunity to thank all the men and
women who serve in the Fairfax County Sher-
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iff's Office. Their efforts, made on behalf of the
citizens of Fairfax County, are selfless acts of
heroism and truly merit our highest praise. |
ask my colleagues to join me in applauding
this group of remarkable citizens.

CONGRATULATIONS TO ST. PAUL’S
EPISCOPAL SCHOOL ON THEIR
2006 5A GIRLS’ STATE INDOOR
TRACK AND FIELD CHAMPION-
SHIP
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Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pride and pleasure that | rise to honor St.
Paul's Episcopal School on their 2006 5A
Girls’ State Indoor Track and Field Champion-
ship.

Head Coach Jim Tate has led St. Paul’s to
32 state championships. Since 1983, Coach
Tate’s teams have claimed 74 separate state
team championships in track and cross-coun-
try. Twenty-five of his former athletes have
gone on to compete at the collegiate level in
either track or cross-country. In 1999, Coach
Tate was selected as the national cross-coun-
try coach of the year.

The St. Paul’s girls’ cross-country team
holds the national record for the longest con-
secutive state championship streak in the na-
tion, winning the state championship for 16
consecutive years (1983-1998). This year’s
girls’ team proved to be champions in their
victory on February 4, 2006, at Celebration
Arena in Priceville.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in congratulating St. Paul's Episcopal School
on a great season and their state champion-
ship. This school deserves public recognition
for this great honor, and | extend my congratu-
lations to each member of the team and
coaching staff:

St. Paul's Girls’ Varsity Indoor Track Roster,
Emily Bender 9th, Eleanor Brown 9th, Malise
Collins 8th, Emily Collins 11th, Paige
Cunningham 12th, Maggie Delaney 12th,
Sophie Eldred 8th, Norah Gufstason 8th, Mar-
garet Harkness 7th, Angelica Howard 11th,
Kayleigh Hudson 7th, Mary Carleton Johnston
10th, Hannah Jones 7th, Allison Kneip 11th,
Allison Lerner 11th, Taylor Luckey 8th, Mary
Win McCarthy 10th, Molly McGee 11th,
Brenna McGee 10th, Jordan McMullan 11th,
Coco Montgomery 7th, Kelsey Outlaw 7th,
Hannah Samman 7th, Jeannie Schottgen 7th,
Katelyn Simpson 12th, Mae Stimpson 10th,
Ellie Stimpson 8th, Victoria Strange 8th,
Nancy Taylor 9th, Summer Thomas 7th, Neal
Tisher 9th, Sydneyjane Varmer 10th, Angel
Watson 9th, Katherine White 7th, and Morgan
Yeager 10th.

Coaching Staff: Head Coach: Jim Tate, As-
sistant Coaches: Kelli Etheredge, Lyndell
Farmer, Erin Moore, and Bill Quina.
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Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, | ask my
colleagues to join me today to honor Rhonda
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